GUIDE TO EASY HOME RECORDING
(A special document for the CdeB Tribute)
By Cesar D. Quintero (cquintero@atlantismusic.net)
Hi everybody!: whether you’re planning to record with the Tribute Band or on your own, here’s some guidelines that may prove helpful in your task ahead...

Requirements:
1. A computer

2. A sound card

3. A microphone (if you don’t have one, plug a pair of headphones and sing onto the left headphone. Is not the best mic in the world but works... ;)

4. A recording program

5. Music (you can play it or you can have it already in a .wav or .mp3 file)
6. A mouth (to sing)

7. Will to learn...

And that’s it!: Most of you will have this at home, or know where to find any of this things... If you don’t, ask a friend for help!... works marvels (if asked kindly... ()


Ok, as for the hardest part (the recording program), here you can find one... http://www.atlantismusic.net/RECORDING/acid4complete.exe. This is a copy for demostration purposes, so if you like it, buy it!... (hope this line help me get out of future copyrights troubles... (). Yes, yes, I know this is a program for mixing loops, but it’s also one of the best and easiest recording programs I’ve ever found, so... if you want to try any of the other features, go ahead!... it’s a wonderful tool for musicians and amateurs alike!...

And now... let’s start!
1. Install the program. It’s not that hard. All you’ve got to do is follow the instructions... Very easy... any 30 year-old Ph.D.computer geek with a MBA could do it in less than a month... just kidding... ;)

2. Open the song I’ve sent you. (Just for the Tribute Band). If you’re not part of it (at least for now), you can skip this part.

Here I assume you’ll have plugged the microphone in the mic-in of your sound card. If you haven’t, please do. If you don’t know which one is it, try in different holes till it works (you’ll see if  it works in step 5 – record).
3. Open a new song.  You’ll find the upper part of your screen as rows and the bottom part looking like the windows explorer. It actually looks that way because is just like the windows explorer!... If you have the music already as a .wav, .mp3 or as a .mid file, just browse for it and drag it to the upper part (the rows)... Careful!... If it’s a MIDI file you’ll have to adjust the tempo (left to the center of the screen). If it’s an audio file, you’ll have the choice to find the tempo of the song... Actually, it really doesn’t matter to us (for this purposes) if you adjust the tempo or not... Anyway, doesn’t hurt, so say yes (next>)to everything, ok?.
4. Draw the song line. In the song row you’ve just included, with the pencil tool (your mouse arrow now looks like a pencil by defauult), click and drag all the row to the right (while still clicking). You’ll notice you’re drawing your song. Do it till it ends.
By now you’ll have noticed you have some familiar icons... record, play, stop, ff, rewind... if I have to explain those icons to you, ask for help... ;)
5. Record.  Push the Record Button and a new window will appear. Select whatever you may want (usually will be... / Record type :audio / name: whatever / Record form:start of project /  Record device: the one you have). If the monitor tick is not ticked (it will usually be on), please tick it. If you now speak into the mic, the levels will go up. When you sing they should go until it’s close to 0db (the little number in top of the levels) BUT shouldn’t go on further. It’s better to stay a little lower than that. “(...) Why?... It would be bad... (from the movie Ghostbusters, 1989)”
6. Start!. Press start and sing, play, or whatever you’re doing this time... When you finish, you’ll be asked to keep te file or delete it... That depends on you and your performance, but you can record endless takes and then choose the best...
(Only For the Tribute Band) Choose the best take and delete everything else. Then go to step 8.
7. MIX!.  In every track (the rows, remember...) you have some controls... A volume slider (also can be a pan slider, to direct the track from left to the right, being center by default), an forbidden sign (or something of the sort) which mutes the channel, an exclamation sign which only plays that exclusive track, and some more things you won’t need to use, although it wouldn’t be that bad... read the manual included if you want to experiment a little bit more.
8. FINISH.  When you’re done mixing, go to file>render as>... give it a name, choose the format (usually MP3, 128 Kbps, CD Quality Audio) and voilá!... you have your song done!...  Make sure there are no tickers on and verify your song (or take) before sending it...
And that’s it!... Wasn’t that hard, was it?... And now some general words of advice...

a. don’t be afraid of experiment with the program... Read the manual if you need to...

b. use the best quality mic possible (that was smart, wasn’t it?... ;)

c. record with headphones, don’t let the music leak into the voice track (if possible)

d. Have fun! (
e. Ask me if you have any question... I’ll try to answer every one of you in the next 24 years of my life... (
